CAMBRIDGE, 1879-1884
tion was published in an expanded form in two papers in the Transactions of the Royal Society, and was the foundation of my book Applications of Dynamics to Physics and Chemistry.
In those days candidates in mathematics for a Fellowship at Trinity, besides sending in a dissertation, had to take an examination in which there were two mathematical papers and another paper on a subject (not mathematical) chosen by themselves. I had a peculiar experience with regard to the subject I chose for this paper. My first choice was Marshall's Principles of Political Economy, as I thought that perhaps my mathematics might help in that; but when I found that on almost every page general laws in large print were stated on what seemed to me very insufficient evidence, I thought I had better try something else, so I changed over to Kant. I don't suppose I really understood it, but I enjoyed reading it and found it much more satisfactory than the Political Economy. I was fortunate enough to be elected to a Fellowship at my first attempt, to the great surprise of my tutor. In the interval between the end of the examination and the announcement of the result I met him in the Great Court and he said, " What are you doing here at this time of the year ? " I said I had just been in for the Fellowship Examination. He said, " That is just like you, Thomson, never asking my advice. If you had come to me in the May Term I could have told you that there are two Senior Classics having their second try and a very strong Science candidate having his third and last, and there is not the slightest chance of their taking a candidate at his first try. You could then have enjoyed yourself in the Long Vacation instead of wasting your time over the Fellowship." I was, however, lucky enough to be elected.
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